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reason could begin to suggest what was false and
must be discarded, and what must be added to make
the residue truer.
The Mosaic writings depicted Yah we, the god of
the Hebrews, as different in certain important re-
spects from the gods worshipped by neighbouring
tribes, such as Baal or Nebo. Moses conceived the
new and creative idea that Yahwe was deeply con-
cerned with the way in which one Hebrew dealt with
another. He could not be satisfied like Baal or Nebo
merely by rites or by offerings of food. To secure his
favour Hebrews must learn to deal rightly one with
another. The Hebrews were thus led by Moses to
think of their own conscience as the law ordained by
their god Yahwe. They thought of Yahwe as the
spirit of Tightness, as justice personified. The Hebrew
began to conceive him as something of the order of
his own personality, an invisible and intangible
essence, as something belonging to the order of spirit
rather than to the order of matter. He developed a
feeling that Yahwe was a being who could not be
known through the senses. No attempt must be made
to depict him in visible or tangible form. To reduce
Yahwe to the form of a graven image or to worship
him in any visible shape was wrong in itself.
The Hebrew had thus achieved the idea that a
man should behave towards his god as one good man
would behave to another. One human being might
serve another by offering him food when he was
hungry. But no good man would think of trying to
please another by killing his own child and by
placing its roasted flesh before him. The fact that he
offered his friend the dearest of all his possessions
could not make that offering pleasing to a righteous
friend. To offer a god the life and flesh of one's own
child was to place that god on a lower level than
human beings. To men who had once thought of
God as the source from which their own moral sense

